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E A N  c o d e :

Are  We  Now Here  or  Nowhere? presents  Hey!zeus  a n d  R a d i m o ,  a  d u o  w h o  h a v e  t e a m e d  u p  t o  r e c o r d  a n  a l b u m  t h a t  i s  a n
unconventional  fus ion of  jazz  and hip-hop.  Radimo f rom the  Champion Sound ( former ly  Prago  Union  suppor t  b a n d )  m e t
h i s  p r o d u c e r  a n d  r a p p e r  i n  p e r s o n  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a  l o n g  t i m e  a g o  i n  L o n d o n ,  a n d  m a n y  y e a r s  l a t e r  r e c a l l s  t h i s  m e e t-
ing:  "When I  h a p p e n e d  t o  m e e t  H e y ! z e u s  b a c k  i n  2 0 0 8  i n  t h e  L o n d o n  J a z z  C a f é ,  I  d i d  n o t  h a v e  a  c l u e  t h a t  s u c h  a  p a r a-
mount  connect ion  was  b e i n g  b o r n .   T h i s  b e c a m e  c l e a r  a f ter  our  f i r s t  s tudio  sess ion.  I  have  never  exper ienced  such  c reat ive
f reedom in  te rms  of  an  inst rumental i s t -producer  co l laborat ion  as  wi th  h im.  Most  t racks  were  recorded  on  the  f i r s t  t a k e ,  s o
t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  c o m e s  t o  m e  i s  r e c o r d e d ,  t h e  i n i t i a l  i n s p i r a t i o n  a s  i t  w e r e ,  a n d  i n  m o s t  c a s e s ,  i t  a l s o  e n d e d  i n  t h i s  r a w
f o r m  o n  t h e  t r a c k .   S o m e t i m e s  w i t h  c r a z y  e f f e c t s ,  o t h e r  t i m e s  i n  s e v e r a l  l a y e r s ." Their  f i r s t  t r a c k  r e c o r d e d  t o g e t h e r  w a s
Annunaki  Ninja  Tr ia ls ,  w h i c h  w a s  r e l e a s e d  i n  a  d i g i t a l  f o r m  a s  e a r l y  a s  2 011,  reveal ing  where  their  jo int  c reat ive  ef for t s
were heading,  i .e.  combi-ning f ree  jazz  a n d  h i p - h o p  w i t h  a  m o r e  c l a s s i c  j a z z  f o r m  a n d  a  l a r g e  d o s e  o f  p s y c h e d e l i a .  

I t  t o o k  s i x  l o n g  y e a r s  f o r  t h e  f i n a l  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  Are  We  Now Here  or  Nowhere? t o  s e e  t h e  l i g h t  o f  d a y  a n d  t h e  r e l e a s e  
of  this  o r i g i n a l  m a t e r i a l  c a n  b e  s e e n  a s  t h e  n a t u r a l  o u t c o m e  o f  t h i s  l o n g - t e r m  c o l l a b o r a t i o n .  T h e  a l b u m  f e a t u r e s  s e v e -
ra l  other  excel lent  music ians.  For  example,  Hey!ze us ’s  par tner  f rom Obba Supa (most ly  recording  for  German labels
such  as  S ichtexot  and  Project :  Mooncirc le)  Teknical  Development.IS;  other  u n m i s t a k a b l e  v o c a l i s t s  s u c h  a s  K i n g
Kashmere  of  St r a n g e  U  a n d  S t a c y  E p p s  w h o  t o  d a t e  h a s  r e l e a s e d  t w o  a l b u m s ,  t h e  Ruf f  D r a f t  and The  Awakening .  H o n z a
'Watcha'  K o u k a l  i s  f e a t u r e d  o n  b a s s  g u i t ar  and Blue  Daisy  (real  name Kwesi  Darko)  on  keyboards,  who has  prev iously
worked with  Tr icky  and S n o w  G h o s t s ;  t h e  l i s t  o f  h i s  r e m i xes  include i tems s u c h  a s  t h e  h i t  Night  A i r by  Jamie  Woon
and Sta y  T h e  S a m e by Bonobo.

The basis  of  each  f ragment,  as  prev ious ly  ment ioned,  was  thei r  jam sess ions  that  were  a lways  recorded  and  fo l lowed 
by  t h e  e d g e  g r i n d i n g  s t a g e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  s o u n d  e x p e r i m e n t i n g ,  t h e  m e l o d i c  p r e l u d e s  g r a d u a l l y  c a m e  t o  t h e  f o r e f r o n t ,
creat ing a  f o r m  o f  b r i d g i n g  o f  t h e s e  r u m b l e  l o o p s .  R a d i m o  a l s o  p l a y e d  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  w i n d  i n s t r u m e n t s  ( a l t o  a n d
soprano saxophones,  f lutes)  percuss ion,  keyboard  i n s t r u m e n t s  w h i l e  m a n y  s o u n d s  " c a m e  s t r a i g h t  f r o m  h i s  m o u t h "
(voices,  whist les) .  The  e lectronics  are  real ly  just  an  a l lus ion  that  sor t  o f  h a n g  a r o u n d ;  e v e n  t h e n  i n d i v i d u a l  t e m p o s
and beats  were  created i n  o t h e r  w a y s  t h a n  b y  p r o g r a m m i n g .  Are  We  Now Here  or  Nowhere? t alks  t o  t h e  a u d i e n c e  w i t h
sweeping instrument a t i o n  a n d  t h e  v o i c e s  t h e m s e l v e s  ( a n d  n o t  o n l y  t h o s e  o f  t h e  g u e s t  p r o t a g o n i s t s )  o f ten become
a n o t h e r  i n s t r u m e n t  u s e d  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  f i n a l  v e r s i o n  o f  a  g i v e n  c o m p o s i t i o n .  I n d i v i d u a l  j a z z  f o r m s  b l e n d  i n t o  e a c h
other,  f rom f ree  var iat ions  through to  contemporar y  c u t t i n g s  r i g h t  t o  t h e  w o o d ,  t h e  m o s t  t r a d i t i o n a l  f o r m .  T h e i r  c o u n -
t e r p a r ts  are  the  h ip-h op bui ld ing  e lements  and  Hey!zeuse ’s  s tudio  work.  

Are  We  Now Here  or  Nowhere? i s  a n  u n c o n v e n t i o n a l  f e a t  o n  t h e  C z e c h  m u s i c  s c e n e ,  w i t h  i t s  m i x e s  o f  v a r i o u s  m u s i c a l
forms  and  genres.  The  combinat ion  of  the  var ious  parables  of  jazz,  h ip-hop,  sampl ing,  rap  and  vocal  improvisat ion  has
c l e a r l y  r e c o g n i z a b l e  f e a t u r e s  o f  R a d i m o  a n d  H e y ! z e u s ’ s  t e a m  -  i t s  s o u n d  e x p e r i m e n t  w o r k s  o n  s e v e r a l  l e v e l s  a t  t h e  s a m e
time.  Radimo s u m m e d  u p  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  c r e a t i v e  p e r i o d  w i t h  t h e s e  w o r d s :  " I  love his  product ion  s t y le .  I t  sounds
tota l ly  o rganic ,  l i ke  a  jazz  d rummer  l i ve ,  and  yet  i t  i s  so  h ip-hop  and  fu l l  o f  space.  For  me,  personal ly,  i t  i s  a b s o l u t e l y
inspi rat ional  music .  He  i s ,  w i thout  a  doubt,  my  most  favour i te  p roducer  that  I  have  worked  wi th.  He  i s  the  only  one  who
l e t s  m e  t o  d o  a n y t h i n g  i n  t h e  s t u d i o ,  t h e  c r a z i e s t  s t u f f  I  c a n  t h i n k  o f .  A n d  t h e  b e s t  p a r t  o f  i t ?  H e  l i k e s  i t ! "  S o ,  t h e r e  i s  a
l o t  t o  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o .
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